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For more information, contact:

Jessica Ciparelli, CT Early Childhood Alliance, 860-951-2212, ext. 228 ciparelli.ceca@gmail.com  

Karen Rainville, CAEYC Executive Director, 203-287-3914, krainville@ctaeyc.org 
EARLY YEARS ARE LEARNING YEARS

Connecticut Celebrates “Week of the Young Child”
April, 2010 – The CT Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC) and CT Early Childhood Alliance asks Connecticut to come together for children during the Week of the Young Child (April 11-17). As part of the national Week of the Young Child celebrated across the country, Connecticut is honoring young children and all those who make a difference in children’s lives. 

“All young children need and deserve high-quality early learning experiences that will prepare them for life, and Connecticut has a great opportunity to help young children,” said Karen Rainville, the executive director of the CT Association for the Education of Young Children (CAEYC). “Week of the Young Child is a time to recognize that early years are learning years for all young children.” 
The purpose of the Week of the Young Child is to focus public attention on the needs of young children and their families and to recognize the early childhood programs and services that meet those needs.

NAEYC first established the Week of the Young Child in 1971, recognizing that the early childhood years (birth through age 8) lay the foundation for children's success in school and later life. The Week of the Young Child is a time to plan how we – as citizens of a community, of a state, and of a nation -- will better meet the needs of all young children and their families.
Governor Jodi Rell has issued a proclamation, declaring Monday, April 12, through Friday, April 16, as the “Week of the Young Child” in the state of Connecticut and she encourages all citizens to make an investment in early childhood.
All across the state, events celebrating the “Week of the Young Child” include (but are not limited to):
Bridgeport: Housatonic Community College – weeklong events. Monday, April 12, 5-7 p.m., viewing of film “Nursery University.” Tuesday, April 13, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., “Literacy through Lyrics” (supporting language skills through music – singing and clapping included!) Wednesday, April 14, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., (courtyard; weather permitting) Help Children Soar: Come fly a kite with children of the Lab School; 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., “Cultural Competence with HCC Professor Tom Coakley and Maria Vergara;” an interactive workshop that explores culture in the lives of ECE professionals and the children and families they work with. Thursday, April 15, 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m., Little Hands Reception. Contact: Laurie R. Noe, Ed.D., HCC Coordinator Early Childhood Program, LNoe@hcc.commnet.edu or 203 332-5255
Canaan, Falls Village, Sharon, Cornwall, Kent and Housatonic: Week-long events (during WOYC) culminating in a spaghetti dinner (NOTE: the dinner is April 30, 5:30 - 7:30 pm., at the Housatonic Valley Regional High School in Falls Village) featuring music, a magician, face-painting, etc, for children, parents and community leaders. For more information on the week-long events at the nine centers, contact Fran Chapell, Canaan Child Care Center at 860-824-0597 or canaanchildcare@att.net. Canaan Child Care Center will feature a storyteller and magician during the week and children will make kites (“Children Soar with High-Quality Early Childhood Programs”) and take part in other activities to celebrate. Contact Fran for more information.

East Hartford: Goodwin College ECE Club is proud to celebrate NAEYC’s Week of the Young Child on Friday, April 16, with a mind, body, and soul Yoga night! Held in the Community Room at Goodwin College, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. “How to bring yoga to young children,” with Melanie Mansfield, certified Itsy Bitsy & Integral Yoga instructor. This workshop is designed for teachers and parents who would like to discover the benefits of yoga in their home or classroom. Second class, 7 p.m.-8 p.m. Adult Beginners Yoga Class with Adriana Hoxie, Certified by Yoga Alliance. This session is designed a stress relieving and meditation time for adults.

Price of admission is a children’s book and the classes are limited to 25 people each. Contact Marilyn Portilla at 860-727-6775 for more information.

Enfield: Enfield KITE and Asnuntuck Community College are celebrating The Week of the Young Child at Enfield Square Mall, Monday April 12 through Friday April 16 (in front of Macy’s). There will have an early childhood classroom designed for 0-5-year-olds!  Come experience this quality preschool setting; receive information on preschool education and share your thoughts and questions about preschool with Early Childhood Education professionals.  You and your child will have the opportunity to learn and play with fun and educational toys, blocks, play dough and books! Please call 860-253-5144 for more information.

The Monday and Friday FRC Play Groups will also take place at Enfield Square Mall during the week of April 12-16 at 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. In addition, Enfield kindergarten registration is Monday evening, 4/12, 5-7:30 p.m. at Enfield Square Mall.
Hamden: SoHa (Southern Hamden) Kid Fest, Wednesday, April 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Keefe Community Center, 11, Pine Street, Hamden. Event features a cook-out, giveaways, moon bounce, face-painting, arts and crafts, button and jewelry making, spin art, entertainment, police canine demonstration and more. Mayor Scott Jackson will also read a proclamation and meet with families. Contact: Susan Rubino, Youth Services Coordinator, Hamden's Partnership for Young Children, at 203-777-2610 or srubino@hamden.com 

Hartford: Hartford Neighborhood Center will host parent readers throughout the week (April 12-16). Contact Jessenia Santos-Seda at 860-251-6517 or santosseda@yahoo.com 

Mansfield: Mansfield Advocates for Children (formerly the Mansfield School Readiness Council) will feature events throughout the week. These activities include: yoga for young children on Monday (10 a.m. at Mansfield Discovery Depot), “Leaders Read” on Tuesday, story time at Mansfield Library on Wednesday (10:30 a.m.) a local story teller hosts a “book walk” in the woods at Bicentennial Park at 10 a.m. on Thursday. Friday is the rain date for the book walk and “Leaders Read” will take place on Friday as well. For more information, contact Sandy Baxter, Mansfield School Readiness Coordinator at 860-429-3338 or baxtersp@mansfieldct.org 
New Britain: Mayor Timothy Stewart will read to 4-year olds, “It’s Hard to Be Five” by Jamie Lee Curtis, on Tuesday, April 13 at 10 a.m.  Two classrooms, the Giraffes and Jaguars, will be heading off to Kindergarten this year and many of them have or are looking forward to turning 5 years old.  At a later date, (to be determined) the children will follow-up with a visit to the Mayor’s office, at the Town Hall, to learn about his job and see where he works.

All week, the main site on Glen Street will feature children’s art work on display for viewing in the common area, as well as information for parents about the developmental stages of drawing.  Monday through Wednesday, the children will be hat/banner making.  Tuesday, at 10 a.m., Mayor Timothy Stewart will read to “It’s Hard to Be Five,” by Jamie Lee Curtis, to 4 year olds.  On Wednesday, the families are invited in the afternoon, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., to join their children for an ice-cream social.  On Thursday, the children will have a ‘Carnival’ of activities and games, between 9:30- 11:30 a.m.  Friday, the week will close with a “Hat Parade” at the Glen Street child care center. The parade sets off about 10 a.m. and is a short march from Glen Street, turning right onto Main Street and then onto Franklin Square to the rear of the building and enter through our playground.  Infants, toddlers and pre-school all participate.  

The off-site program, (on Steele Street, behind Lincoln Elementary School next to Slade Middle School), will hold an ice-cream social with their families on Wednesday afternoon.  On Thursday, families will be invited to a sing-along, ‘We Learn through Music’.  On Friday, the off-site program has invited another local school-readiness preschool to join them in the morning hours, as well as the families in the afternoon hours, to come view the children’s art on display, and experience creative art with familiar items found in and around their homes.  Light refreshments will be served during this event, titled, “From A to Z, Come Paint with me.” Contact: Michele L. Eathorne, New Britain YWCA, 860-225-4681 x251 or meathorne@ywcanewbritain.org 

New Milford: The Children's Center of New Milford is planning an Open House night on Monday April 12 at 5:30 p.m. The theme will be play and each classroom will highlight a particular type, materials or learning center. For example, the infant/toddler class will be discussing dramatic play and offering opportunities for families to see the materials that are used, role play, and view photos of their children engaged in dramatic play. In addition to each classroom's presentation, the center’s chef will offer a food sampling of some of the children's favorite lunch meals. Contact: Barbara Conte, Director, The Children's Center of New Milford, Inc, 860-354-1883 or cc1883@charterinternet.com 

New Haven: All Our Kin, Inc., presents the Fifth Annual Family Child Care Network Conference, in conjunction with Yale University. Saturday, April 10 8 a.m. (registration and breakfast) to 3:30 p.m. (evaluations and certificates) at Yale Medical School, Hope Memorial Building. The conference includes a keynote address from AlecSandria Colchico, who appears on the PBS series, “A Place of Our Own” as the imagination and activity expert and a choice of workshops, including how to build reflective relationships with children, exploring relationships with families, family child care curriculum and a roundtable discussion with child care instructors. For more information, contact Jessica Sager at All Our Kin, 203-772-2294 or jessica@allourkin.org 

New Haven: The New Haven Early Childhood Council will be celebrating the Week of the Young Child as follows. Please contact Pam Hansen at 203-506-8374 or pamhansen11@gmail.com 

Week of April 11 - 17: THE LITTLE READ – Family Reading Events:  It takes a whole city to read to every child! Family Reading Events will be taking place throughout the City ... in early childhood classrooms, libraries, and family childcare homes and at home! Every family of a preschool child in a center-based classroom or family childcare home receives the bi-lingual book, Read To Me/Vamos a leer. (Little Reads take place at random times.)

Thursday, April 14: CELEBRATING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS: Early childhood educators throughout the city come together to celebrate their work! The Early Childhood Council prepares a gift for each educator and a curriculum box for each early childhood site. Potluck Dinner at CT Children's Museum, 22 Wall Street, New Haven starts at 6 p.m. and runs until 8 p.m.

Saturday April 17, 2010: "New Haven Celebrates Young Children @ the New Haven City Hall Atrium," 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Norwich: Touch-a-Truck event, April 17, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 574 New London Turnpike. Come and see fire trucks, dump trucks, tractors, backhoe, motorcycles and much more. There will be a DJ and prizes to win. Learn what Norwich Child Care centers do. The Pizza Fire Truck will be there to sell pizza and refreshments. For more information, contact Sherry Filiatreault at 860-823-3782.

Torrington: Annual student art show April 15 and 16 at Torrington Child Care Center, 338 Kennedy Drive. Mayor Ryan Bingham will tour the art show and have lunch with the children starting at 11:30 a.m. Contact: Mary Cecchinato, 860-482-2621. Public invited.
Wallingford: Come enjoy ice cream, socializing and Dr. Seuss-inspired activities, while learning about upcoming programs for parents and families at Wallingford Community Day Care Center’s (80 Wharton Brook Drive Wallingford) Annual Ice Cream Social, Tuesday, April 13, 5:30-7 pm. Contact: Kathy Queen, Wallingford Community Day Care Center, at 203-294-4176 or kmqccsar@aol.com 

Winsted: Winsted Area Child Care Annual art show and parade
Week of the Young Child, sponsored by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), is an opportunity for early childhood programs across the country, including child care, Head Start programs, preschools and elementary schools, to hold activities to bring awareness to the needs of young children. 

Young children and their families depend on high-quality education and care, which help children get a great start, and bring lasting benefits to Connecticut. Week of the Young Child is a time to recognize the importance of early learning and early literacy, and to celebrate the teachers and policies that bring early childhood education to young children. 

The CT Early Childhood Alliance’s member organizations have 3,000 early childhood professionals working together to improve professional practice and working conditions in early childhood education, and to build public support for high-quality early childhood education programs. Together, they provide early care and education for 20,000 children in Connecticut.
CAEYC is an affiliate of NAEYC, the largest organization of early childhood educators and others dedicated to improving the quality of early education programs for children birth through age eight. Founded in 1926, NAEYC has nearly 90,000 members and a national network of over 300 local, state and regional affiliates. 
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