[image: image1.png]Connecticut

N
Early Childhood
.'.' Alliance
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DAY OF Cell: (860) 712-8756

Press Release

Legislators Recognized for Commitment 

to Children's Issues

Despite a gloomy budget outlook at the State Capitol, there was a reason to celebrate Thursday morning. On May 28, 60 legislators, from both sides of the political aisle, were recognized by the Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance for their commitment to improving the educational, health and emotional well-being of young children in the state of Connecticut. Award winners are: 

Hartford:                                                                                        Central CT:

Marie Lopez Kirkley-Bey                                                              Paul Doyle

Kelvin Roldan                                                                               Thomas Gaffey

                                                                                                     Catherine Abercrombie

East Hartford/Manchester:                                                               Christopher Donovan

Mary Ann Handley                                                                       Gail Hamm

Jason Rojas                                                                                 Matthew Lesser

John Thompson

                                                                                                     Shoreline (Guilford/Madison)

New Britain:                                                                                    Edward Meyer

Elizabeth Boukus                                                                          Deborah Heinrich

John Geragosian

                                                                                                     North East CT:

West Hartford:                                                                                 Donald Williams

Jonathan Harris                                                                            Denise Merrill

Beth Bye

Andrew Fleischmann                                                                    Vernon:

                                                                                                      Anthony Guglielmo

Windsor:                                                                                         Claire Janowski

Matthew Conway                                                                          Joan Lewis

Peggy Sayers

Enfield:                                                                               New Haven:

Karen Jarmoc                                                                   Toni Nathaniel Harp

                                                                                          Cameron Staples

                                                                                                            Toni Walker

Wallingford:                                                                                       Bristol/Plymouth                             

Leonard Fasano                                                                William Hamzy                                                       

Mary Fritz                                                                          Selim Noujaim

Mary Mushinsky

                                                                                         South East CT:

Hamden/Valley:                                                                                 Andrew Maynard

Joseph Crisco                                                                   Melissa Olson

                                                                                          Tom Reynolds                                                                                           

                                                                                          Diana Urban 

Newtown/New Milford/Danbury:                                                     Bridgeport:

Clark Chapin                                                                    Christopher Caruso

Bob Godfrey                                                                     Auden Grogins

DebraLee Hovey                                                               

Christopher Lyddy                                                           Stamford/Fairfield County:

                                                                                         Antonietta “Toni” Boucher

Torrington:                                                                         Bob Duff                                                 

Andrew Roraback                                                            Scott Frantz 

Michelle Cook                                                                  Andrew McDonald

Roberta Willis                                                                  Kim Fawcett

                                                                                        Livvy Floren

Waterbury:                                                                                       Carlo Leone

Sam Caligiuri                                                                   Lawrence Cafero

Joan Hartley             

  


   Patricia Miller

Newington:

Sandy Nafis                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Rep. Beth Bye (D-West Hartford), was recognized as “Legislator of the Year” for her tireless efforts and dedication in making children's issues, particularly early care and education, a priority at the State Capitol. Rep. Bye is widely recognized as a leading authority on early childhood education in Connecticut.

“We just wanted to take the time to recognize legislators who have worked so hard this session to improve the lives of Connecticut's young children,” said Shaun McNally, CT Early Childhood Alliance executive director. “Especially in this tough economic climate.”

The Alliance is a group of organizations and individuals committed to improving developmental outcomes in the areas of learning, health, safety and economic security for children ages birth to eight. Over 4,000 individuals in Connecticut support the Alliance as Friends.  Member organizations employ over 3,000 Connecticut residents and provide care and education for nearly 20,000 children. The goal of the Alliance is to ensure all children born in Connecticut will enter kindergarten healthy, eager to learn, and ready for school success.

For more information on the CT Early Childhood Alliance, visit www.earlychildhoodalliance.com. 
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MEDIA NOTE: If you are interested in covering the event, it takes place beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, May 28, Room 310 of the State Capitol.

