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“Oh the places they'll go,” as state legislators converge on Connecticut early care and education centers to celebrate the birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel – known to millions of children as “Dr. Seuss.”

On March 2, to celebrate what would have been the 105th birthday of the beloved children's writer, young children at nearly 30 early care and education centers around the state will listen to a story read by their state legislator.  Early childhood programs, like those hosting guest readers on March 2, provide critical support for working families and form the foundation of a quality early education system that prepares young children for future success.  

Participating programs and lawmakers (unless noted, legislators will read on March 2 at 9:30 a.m., for approximately 15 minutes):

Ansonia, Redwing Pond House, 31 Milan Street – Sen. Joe Crisco (9:15 a.m.)

Ansonia, TEAM, 80 Howard Avenue – Rep. Linda Gentile

Branford, Branford Early Learning Center, 16 Birch Road – Rep. Pat Widlitz

Derby, Derby Day Care, 165 Elizabeth Street – Rep. Themis Klarides (March 3, 9:30)

Enfield, Enfield Head Start, 1270 Enfield St. – Rep. Karen Jarmoc & Sen. John Kissel

Meriden, Women and Families Center, 169 Colony St., -- Speaker of the House, Rep. Christopher Donovan 

Milford, Good Shepherd Child Development Center, 170 Old Point Rd. – Sen. Gayle Slossberg

New London, TVCCA, 387 Bayonet St. – Sen. Andrea Stillman (will arrive 9:45/10 a.m.)

Seymour, SR class, Anna LoPresti School, 29 Maple St. - Rep. Theresa Conroy

Seymour, Head Start, 211 Mountain Rd. – Sen. Rob Kane

Shelton, SR class, 183 Howe Ave. – Sen. Dan Debicella

Shelton, Long Hill School, 565 Long Hill Ave. - Rep. Jason Perillo

Taftville, TVCCA, 380 Taftville Occum Rd. - Rep. Christopher Coutu

Terryville, The Learning Center, 9 N. Riverside Ave. – Rep. Bill Hamzy

Torrington, Torrington Child Care Center, 338 Kennedy Drive – Sen. Andrew Roraback

Waterbury, Muriel H. Moore Child Development Center, 444 North Main St. – Sen. Joan Hartley (March 3, 8:30 a.m.)

West Hartford, First Church Nursery School, 12 South Main Street – Rep. David McCluskey

Wethersfield, Emerson-Williams Elementary School EC class, 461 Wells Rd. – Rep. Russell Morin

Wethersfield, Highcrest Elementary School EC classroom, 95 Highcrest Road – Sen. Paul Doyle

Wethersfield, Webb Elementary School EC class, 51 Willow St. - Sen. John Fonfara

Willimantic, Windham Heights/New Heights, 202 A Jeffrey Rd. - Rep. Susan Johnson

Windsor, Wilson Nursery School, 691 Windsor Ave. – Rep. Peggy Sayers

How do early care and education programs make Connecticut stronger?

· An early start to learning pays dividends to the child, the child's family and the child's community. For every dollar invested in quality preschool in the state, Connecticut saves $18.19 in lifelong gains.

· A Connecticut Teacher survey revealed that children with two years of quality preschool are twice as ready for kindergarten in language, literacy and math skills when compared to peers without preschool.

· Quality preschool reduces special education costs for Connecticut towns. Milford children who attended quality preschool were three times less likely to require special education during their kindergarten year.

· Quality preschool narrows the achievement gap – the largest in the nation. Middletown children with quality preschool narrowed the achievement gap between African-American and Caucasian students. There was a threefold reduction in the number of low-income African-American students deemed “not ready for school.”

· Quality preschool increases high school graduation rates. A comprehensive, federally-funded study of Chicago children who attended a preschool program were 29% more likely to graduate from high school.

· Quality preschool reduces crime and criminal justice costs. Children in Chicago who attended a preschool program had a 33% lower rate of juvenile arrest, and a 40% reduction in arrest for a violent offense, resulting in savings to the criminal justice system and the tangible costs for crime victims.

· Quality preschool increases future earnings and tax revenues. In Chicago, children who attended a preschool program had higher incomes than their peers who did not attend preschool; increased tax revenues are associated with higher expected earnings capacity.

· State-funded child development centers, Care 4 Kids, School Readiness, Head Start and Family Resource Centers are all safety nets of early care and education. These programs provide critical support for working families and form the foundation of a quality-based early education system that is important for our long-term economic success.

Data from “A Children's Stock Portfolio,” Connecticut Commission on Children, April 2007, and the Chicago Longitudinal Study

If you are interested in sending a photographer or reporter, please contact Jessica Ciparelli at CT Early Childhood Alliance at (860) 951-2212, ext. 228 or email ciparelli.ceca@gmail.com



Leaders to be Readers on “Read Across America Day”








