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MEDIA ALERT
Contact: Jessica Ciparelli, CT Early Childhood Alliance, 860-951-2212, ext. 228, ciparelli.ceca@gmail.com  or Sherry Linton, CT Association for Human Services, 860-951-2212, ext 233, slinton@cahs.org 
Press Conference: Employment for Working Parents is Priority; Ensure Child Care Access to Keep Jobs
This week is the “Week of the Young Child,” nationally and here in the state. Governor Rell issued a proclamation declaring April 12-16 the “Week of the Young Child” in Connecticut and encourages all citizens to invest in early childhood. Yet, she’s proposing an $11 million cut to the Care4Kids child care subsidy in FY11.
WHO:  The Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS) and CT Early Childhood Alliance, in partnership with the Speaker’s Task Force on Children in the Recession.

WHEN: Wednesday, April 14, 10 a.m.

WHERE: Women’s League Child Development Center, 1695 Main Street, Hartford (across from SAND Elementary School)

Scheduled to Speak: Rep. Diana Urban, co-chair of the Children in the Recession Task Force, Rep. Cathy Abercrombie and Rep. Beth Bye, Sherry Linton, early childhood policy analyst from CAHS, Women’s League Child Development Center Director Iris Rich and a parent with a child in child care.
Among the topics: The impact of the recession on children, the Children in the Recession Bill #5360, research and cost benefits of early childhood programs, the importance of a partnership between policy, programs, parents and children; policies and programs that are important to children, their health, nutrition, housing and early care and education. Also to be discussed, Care4Kids, the state’s child care subsidy program and the role it plays for working families, the impact its six-month closure had on this particular center, and the need for high-quality, reliable, safe and stimulating care.
In Connecticut, high quality early learning is the foundation that helps prepare children for school success. Children who are ready for school require less remedial and special education services, display fewer problem behaviors and are less likely to repeat a grade. School-ready students perform better on achievement tests, get better grades and help to close the worst achievement gap in the nation.
CHILDREN NEED A STRONG EARLY FOUNDATION BEGINNING AT BIRTH TO SUCCEED IN SCHOOL, AND GO ON TO SUCCEED IN LIFE!
