Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) 2009 Proposal Summary

Having had the opportunity to review the 2009 Child Care Development Fund Plan now available on the DSS website, www.ct.gov/dss, below are some key points from the document.

The Plan is a comprehensive document that covers elements of the CCDF that range beyond the points covered in this summary.  This summary focuses on the elements of the Plan that addresses the issues most frequently voiced by early care providers convened by CAHS.  
Funding
· CCDF






$51,394,873

· CCDF State Maintenance of Effort Funds
$18,738,357
· CCDF State Matching Funds


$18,178,031
· Total Funds Available



$88,211,325

· ARRA Funds





$13,685,524
DSS estimates that 3.3% ($3M) of the CCDF and state matching funds will go toward administrative costs
· The United Way CT will continue to administer the Child Care Assistance Program (Care 4 Kids)
The Plan outlines the Department’s procedures for addressing payment errors. (p. 12-14)
Coordination & Consultation
DSS is mandated to coordinate and consult with federal, state, local and private agencies that provide child care or early care and education services.  DSS lists the Department of Children and Families, School Readiness Councils, State Child Day Care Forum, Head Start, the Early Childhood Education Cabinet, and the United Way among those entities with whom they coordinate and consult around early care services (see p.16-19 for a complete list of collaborating agencies).
DSS indicates that the state is in the “Planning” stage for a Connecticut Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan for Child Care and Early Childhood Programs and outlines the progress of those plans.
The Plan states that Connecticut is in the “Developed—written but not yet implemented” status for Early Childhood Coordination.  The Early Childhood Investment Plan, Ready by Five and Fine by Nine, First Words First Steps are among the initiatives referenced as evidence that such coordination is developed for the following funding streams:
1. Care 4 Kids

2. Lead Agency [DSS] Child Care Center Contract Program (state & federal funding), state pre-k school readiness (state/TANF funds)

3. Charts a Course professional development program (state & federal CCDF fund)
4. Statewide Resource and Referral program (state & federal CCDF fund)

DSS list the Early Childhood Education Cabinet as a partner in ensuring coordination.
CCDF Hearings Summary
The Plan provides a summary of the comments from the public hearings.  You are encouraged to review the overview of the hearings.  (See p. 26-28 of the Plan).
Payment Rates
The “Payment Rates for Provision of Childcare” section of the Plan indicates that, the Lead Agency [DSS] “is required to establish payment rates for child care services that ensure eligible children equal access to comparable care.”  The Plan indicates that the rates for 2001 are being utilized, but a recent market rate survey was completed in May 2009.  In response to the question of what percentile of the current market rate survey is the state payment rate ceiling set, DSS indicates a status of, “Still Completing Analysis.” (See p. 33).
This Plan is apparently in compliance with federal guidelines because a market rate survey has been conducted.  The methodology of the survey is shared, indicating that 1,374 Centers and 3,715 family child care homes participated in the survey.  No survey results are present in the Plan.  (See Attachment, p 23 & 24 for Survey methodology narrative)
The question has been posed to DSS as to whether those numbers reflect actual respondents or the number of providers in the DSS database that were sent the questionnaire, awaiting response.  If you were a participant in the survey, please contact Sherry Linton at slinton@cahs.org.
Regarding the “Rationale for Equal Access Provision,” the plan confirms use of the 2001 market rates and reasserts the completion of a recent survey in May 2009, being mindful that the requirement is only for the completion of a survey, without mandate of the need to utilize survey results to determine market rates that ensure families’ equal access to care.  

The Plan acknowledges that the results of the current market rate survey are not being used.
Eligibility

Income eligibility criteria are outlined.   The information implies families “allowance to remain eligible until income reaches 75% SMI.  While that has been the case prior to May 12, when the Care 4 Kids program imposed immediate changes, this Plan is speaking to the future status of eligibility. This sentence is not clear to me. \The Plan does indicate that a wait list is established if the projected Program spending exceeds the state fiscal year budget allocation, as it has for the past few years.  (See 3.3.2 (a) on p. 35-36.)
Please feel free to contact me with any thoughts or points of clarification.  If you would like to share your responses to the Plan with DSS, submit those comments to Julie.bisi@ct.gov.
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