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It's About the Children! 

Hundreds Expected at Early Childhood Day at State Capitol

On March 18, hundreds of children, parents, teachers and early care and education advocates will converge on the state Capitol in Hartford, urging their legislators in one-on-one meetings to continue to invest in and protect direct-service programs for children, even in the current economic environment.

“Research shows that early childhood is a critical time to engage children in high quality educational experiences, and we will be at the Capitol today to support the critical, direct service programs that do just that,” said Dona Ditrio, Early Childhood Director for New Opportunities, Inc., a non-profit community action agency that serves Waterbury, Meriden, Torrington and the surrounding communities. “Programs like Head Start, Care4Kids, School Readiness, Family Resource Centers and State Funded Child Development Centers, are directly helping thousands of children today—and helping all of us by preparing them for a bright future.”

These five programs provide critical support for working families and form the foundation of a quality based early education system that is important for long-term economic success. 

Early Childhood Day is sponsored by the CT Early Childhood Alliance, a  group of organizations committed to improving the developmental outcomes in the areas of learning, health, safety and economic security for children from birth to age 8. 

